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CHAPTER 2 
SENTENCE COMBINING: BASIC STRATEGIES AND COMMON 

PROBLEMS 

2.1 COMPOUND SENTENCES 
EXERCISE 2.1 

2.2 COMPLEX SENTENCES 



2.1 COMPOUND SENTENCES

THE EASIEST WAYS TO COMBINE CLAUSES IS TO LINK 
THEM WITH A CONJUNCTION. THE EASIEST 
CONJUNCTIONS TO WORK WITH ARE THE 

COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS. 

A compound sentence has at least 
two independent clauses that have 
related ideas.

SEVEN WORDS ARE 
LISTED IN THIS CATEGORY: 

AND OR 
BUT SO 
FOR YET 

NOR

https://grammar.yourdictionary.com/sentences/compound-sentences.html
https://www.yourdictionary.com/independent-clause


EXAMPLES 

➤  I really need to go to work, but I am too sick to drive. 

➤  Everyone was busy, so I went to the movie alone. 

➤  He didn't want to go to the dentist, yet he went anyway. 

➤  They got there early, and they got really good seats. 

➤  Notice that a comma is used in a compound sentence. It is 
placed after the first clause, just before the conjunction. 

➤ This does not mean that a comma is always used before and, 
but, for, nor, or, so, and yet. For example, look at these 
sentences:



EXAMPLES 

➤  (a) Orange and green are two of the secondary colors. 

➤ (b) New college graduates are often excited but apprehensive 
about the next phase of their lives.



RULES FOR USING THE CONJUNCTION WORDS (FANBOYS): (FOR,AND, NOR,BUT, OR, YET, SO)

and 
The and conjunction is the most common conjunction. It has several uses. 

• We use and to join two clauses that have equal value.  
• for example: London is in England, and Rome is in Italy. 
• We use and to join two clauses when the second clause happens after the 

first clause. 
• for example: There was a big bang and the lights went out. 
• We use and to join two clauses when the second clause is a result of the first 

clause. 
• for example: He went to bed early, and the next day he felt better.



RULES FOR USING THE CONJUNCTION WORDS (FANBOYS): (FOR,AND, NOR,BUT, OR, YET, SO)

but 
We use the but conjunction to introduce a clause that contrasts with the preceding clause, for 
example: Mary ran fast, but she couldn't catch John. 

or 
We use the or conjunction to join two alternative clauses, for example: Will Mary go, or will 
John go? 

nor 
We use the nor conjunction to join two alternative clauses when the first clause uses a 
negative such as neither or never. In this case both clauses are untrue or do not happen, for 
example: Mary never wrote the letter, nor did she call him. (Note the inversion of subject and 
auxiliary: did she.) 

for 
We use the for conjunction (meaning something like because) to join two clauses when the 
second clause is the reason for the first clause, for example: He felt cold, for it was snowing.



RULES FOR USING THE CONJUNCTION WORDS (FANBOYS): (FOR,AND, NOR,BUT, OR, YET, SO)

yet 
The yet conjunction is similar to but. It means something like but at the same time. there is a contrast between the 
clauses, for example: I have known him for a long time, yet I have never understood him. 

so 
The so conjunction means something like therefore; and for this reason. We use so to join two clauses when the first 
clause is the reason for the second clause, for example: He was feeling sick, so he went to the doctor.



2.2 COMPLEX SENTENCES 

IN A COMPLEX SENTENCE, THE CONJUNCTION CAN BE 
PLACED BETWEEN THE CLAUSES, JUST AS IN 
A COMPOUND SENTENCE. 



EXAMPLE WITH ELABORATING  

➤  (a) The mandrill of Western Africa is often called the most 
colorful mammal in the world because it has a brilliant 
crimson nose and bright blue cheeks. 

➤  the conjunction (because) can be placed before the first 
clause in a complex sentence. For example: 

➤  (b) Because it has a brilliant crimson nose and bright blue 
cheeks, the mandrill of western Africa is often called the most 
colorful mammal in the world.



➤ the clause that comes right after the conjunction is called 
the dependent clause. It’s called dependent because it 
depends upon more information. It can’t stand alone. 

➤  Because it has a brilliant crimson nose and bright blue 
cheeks doesn’t make sense by itself.  

➤ It needs something else, namely an independent clause. 
Once it is attached to an independent clause, such as the 
mandrill of western Africa is often called the most colorful 
mammal in the world, the two clauses work together to 
make a perfectly good sentence—a complex sentence. 


