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THESE ARE THE COMMON USED CONJUNCTIONS  
YOU NEED TO BE ABLE TO RECOGNISE BOTH COORDINATING 

AND SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS WHEN 
YOU SEE THEM IN SENTENCES.

SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS 



MEANING OF SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS 

A subordinating conjunction is a word or phrase that links a dependent clause to an 
independent clause. 

This word or phrase indicates that a clause has informative value to add to the 
sentence’s main idea, signalling a cause-and-effect relationship or a shift in time 
and place between the two clauses.

Sound complicated? Let’s break it down.



A dependent clause, also known as a subordinate clause, is a clause with two specific 
qualities. 

Firstly, it does not express a complete unit of thought on its own; it cannot stand as its own 
sentence.

 Secondly, it depends upon an independent clause—one that can stand on its own as a 
complete sentence—to form a complete idea.

Example1  : Because he wouldn’t wear a seat belt….!!! 

We have the sense that there is something missing here. Let’s add an independent clause so 
this statement has something to lean on.

Example 2: Robin wasn’t allowed in the Batmobile any longer.

Now we will combine the two in a complex sentence.

Robin wasn’t allowed in the Batmobile any longer because he wouldn’t wear a seatbelt.



How to Construct a Subordinate Clause

There are six main classes of conjunctions, categorized by meaning: time, concession, 
comparison, cause, condition, and place. 

1- Time

Time conjunctions establish a period when the main clause will be or was performed. These include 
after, as soon as, as long as, before, once, still, until, when, whenever, and while.  

For example, "I will do the dishes after everyone has gone home” 

2- Concession

Concession conjunctions help to redefine the main clause by providing additional context regarding conditions of 
delivery.  

Concession conjunctions highlight an action that took place and they include although, as though, and even 
though.  

For example: ”Eliza wrote the Higgins report even though it was assigned to Colonel Pickering.” 
- I enjoyed the film even though I had a headache.



3- Comparison

Comparison conjunctions include as, though, whereas, in contrast to, and while  to establish 
correlations by providing context for comparison.  

Examples:  

- While it is true that I have some lands and houses, I do not have liquid cash to invest in industry.
- Harry is a great friend though we don’t see each other often. 

4- Cause

Cause conjunctions illuminate the reason(s) that the activities of a main clause were performed by 
using as, because, in order that, since, and so that.  

Examples:  

”Grant dreamed about cheese because he had eaten so much of it the night before.” 
“Since the cost of living in cities is becoming very expensive, more and more people are moving to 
the suburbs.  

(The clause that starts with since explains why more people are moving to the suburbs.  



5- Condition 

Condition conjunctions introduce rules under which a main clause performs.  

These are indicated by even if, if, in case, provided that, and unless.  

Examples:  

”If he's going to be there, I'm not going to the party. 

" Often, subordinate clauses come first in conditional sentences but they are still dependent on the 
main clause and cannot exist outside of it. 

6- Place 

Place conjunctions, which determine where activities might occur, include where, wherever, and 
whereas.  

Examples:  

”I will place my conjunction in the sentence wherever I please. 
“ I will never forget Seattle where I spent so many wonderful summers. 


