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Deference between That vs. Which 

  

The basic rule of  is that the usage of that vs. which depends upon whether the 
following clause is restrictive or non-restrictive. In other words, if  you want to 
use THAT, you need to be more specific about things, items, person, or 
conditions. Whereas the use of  WHICH, depends on giving more information 
about things.  



• The Function  

•

That Which 

Restrictive clauses 

Non-Restrictive 

is used to further specify, identify, or 
distinguish a particular thing.

Example: “I like that song that you 
wrote." "The bowl has empty space. 

That makes it very useful."

"It is the empty space, which makes the 
bowl useful"

NO COMMA 
It is always preceded by a comma and 
a comma is placed after the restrictive 
clause ends (if the sentence 
continues).



 Using Commas in a Series

• One of  the most natural uses of  the comma is for separating items in a 
series.  

• The items might be three or more of  almost anything nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, prepositional phrases, or practically any other 
grammatical unit. 

• The comma before the and that joins the last two items in a series is 
optional, but it often makes a sentence easier to read if  you put it in. 

• Practice Exercise 3.6



 Using Commas in a Series

A “series” is a list of 3 or more items, the last two of which are joined by and, or, or nor. 

                         _____________, ______________, and _____________ 

•



Examples 

Words in a Series 

You need to get out your pencil, paper, and textbook. 
I will need tomatoes, spinach, and cheese for this recipe. 

Phrases in a Series 
Next summer I want to go kayaking in the ocean, hiking in the Appalachian 

Mountains, and surfing in Florida. 
The puppy chased the kitten under the sofa, around the kitchen chairs, and up the 

stairs. 

Clauses in a Series 

We went to the mall, and we went to the movies, but we didn't go out to eat. 
Misha wasn't sure if you were coming, you and Marcello were coming, or everyone was coming. 


