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DIVERS doth use, as I have heard and know,
When that to change their ladies do begin,
To mourn and wail, and never for to lynn,1
Hoping thereby to 'pease their painful woe.
And some there be that when it chanceth so

That women change, and hate where love hath been,
They call them false, and think with words to win
The hearts of them which otherwhere doth grow.

But as for me, though that by chance indeed
Change hath outworn the favour that I had,

I will not wail, lament, nor yet be sad,
Nor call her false that falsely did me feed ;

But let it pass, and think it is of kind
That often change doth please a woman's mind.

Sir Thomas Wyatt’s poem: “Divers Doth Use”
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The pome: Divers Doth Use 

• “Divers Doth Use” is a 
sonnet in the Italian, or 
Petrarchan, form, 
rhymed abbaabba, cddcee, 
and thus structured as an 
octave and a sestet, rather 
than in the four quatrains 
of the English, or 
Shakespearean, sonnet. 

The subject of “Divers 
Doth Use”  is the ending 
of romantic relationships 

in the context of a 
sophisticated Renaissance 
court whose sexual mores 

are promiscuous and 
whose social manners are 
often modeled after those 

found in poetry. 

The first-person voice in 
the poem, whether 

Wyatt’s or that of an 
imaginary persona, 

speaks of typical male 
responses to female 

infidelity and offers, in 
contrast to those 

responses, his own 
attitude, which, he claims, 

is stalwart and stoic.
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Lines 1-4: The poem begins with the narrator acknowledging that numerous 
('divers') men overreact and become too sentimental and emotional when their 
lover’s infidelity is revealed. 
Their unending ('never for to lynn'), dramatic reactions are an attempt to make 
the wounded lovers feel better.

Lines 5-8: The narrator then goes on to detail other male reactions, where the 
spurned lover becomes more direct and passionate in his condemnation of 
his unfaithful lover, yet is quick to begin the pursuit of other women.

Lines 9-14: In the concluding sestet the narrator explores his own response to 
betrayal. He decides not to mourn to excess, or to be cruel, but attributes the 
change in a relationship to the natural inconstancy of women. 
He suggests that the transience of relationships with women has to be expected as 
this is their nature.

Sir Thomas Wyatt’s Divers Doth Use: A brief summary
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“Divers 
Doth 
Use”

The pome seems to be implying 
that what is at fault is not the 

natural temperament of women, 
but men’s unrealistic 

expectations and management 
of them. 

The painful ‘weeping’ of those in ‘woe’ 
appears to be mocked as an unseemly 

display of weakness. 
The emotional reaction is a childlike over-
dramatization in the eyes of the narrator.

In the second part of the octet 
the narrator condemns those 
who react with violence and 

aggression in their disapproval 
of the faults of the weaker sex. 

The poet vilifies this 
hypocritical behavior, as these 

men who rail against 
infidelity end up seeking 

other women. 

An Analysis Sir Thomas Wyatt’s Divers Doth Use
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“Divers Doth Use”: An Analysis & Evaluation

In the sestet the narrator presents his measured yet cynical observations. He will not 
be subject to over-exaggerated performance of grief, nor to brutal condemnations of 

his lost love. 

He puts the behavior of women down to their natural inclinations, and that men 
should be content to accept this fact of life that has been catalogued through the 
ages. 

Popular proverbs across Europe categorized the fickleness of women along with the 
unpredictability of nature and the elements. 

The narrator’s conclusion is delivered as calm and reasoned, but has an underlying 
tone of scorn and derision against the fairer sex.

12/21/21 7



12/21/21 8

“D
iv

er
s D

ot
h 

U
se

”:
A

na
ly

si
s &

 E
va

lu
at

io
n 

co
nt

.

In a promiscuous court such as Henry VIII's, in which the men and women all seem 
to indulge in rather loose expression of sexual desires, why is it that men react so 

vehemently and emotionally, so irrationally, to infidelity, especially given their own 
participation in and enjoyment of this state of affairs.

When a lover discovers that his beloved is not the person, he imagined her to be, 
the consequent disillusionment can lead to bitter reactions.

Although Wyatt says he will not call the woman false, he goes on to do just that, 
and the proverb he picks up to support his own stoic attitude does worse than 

simply insult the individual woman: It insults all women as innately false.

Wyatt shows himself again and again to be a keen observer of sexual politics among 
sophisticated courtiers, and of the literary conventions that misled those literate men 

and women about the identities of others and of themselves.

“Divers Doth Use”: Analysis & Evaluation cont.



• The individual and the collective identity of us will be reproduced and 
reimagined in light of the evolution of  lack of loyalty and love 
between lovers and community. 

• We are in a constant state of becoming till the last second of out life.
• Being ةنونیكلا 
• Becoming ةروریصلا
• Ex-lovers can become friends 
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Wyatt reflects the constancy and 
inconstancy of lovers.

In ‘Divers Doth Use’, the narrator 
reflects on the ways in which men cope 
with rejection; choosing himself not to 

be daunted by the fickle nature of 
women

Wyatt asks his mistress to be honest 
with him: if she seeks another man, 

fine—he will then be free to become his 
own man again. 

Conclusion


