
Tense is the relationship between the form of the verb and the time of
the action or states it describes.

Auxiliary verbs (be, do, have) can be used with other verbs to form
different tenses.

Unit Two
Tenses



Present simple and present continuous

• Present simple for:

• Permanent situations: Giraffes live in Africa.

• Things that are generally true: It rains more in winter.

• Habits: He smokes cigars.

• Things that happen regularly: They play football every Friday.

• Describing current states: He owns his flat.

• Informal reports or instructions: you go to the end and turn left.

• Verbs like (promise, accept, admit, apologize, bet, deny, insist, regret).

• Present continuous 

• Temporary situations: my sister is living in London now.



present perfect and present perfect 
continuous

We use the present perfect  to talk about or describe an action or 
situation started in the past which connects to the present:

I have worked here since 1997.

We use the present perfect continuous when we talk about an activity 
in progress up to the present: 

They have been repairing our street.



Past simple and past continuous
past perfect and past perfect continuous

• Past simple for completed actions in the past:

• DiKens wrote Oliver Twist.

• Past continuous describes actions in progress at a specific time in the 
past :

• Many people were leaving the south and moving to the north to look 
for work.

• Past perfect: when we refer to an action further in the past:

• We went to his office, but he had left.

• Past perfect continuous for events in progress before another event in 
the past: I had been thinking about that before you mentioned it.



Future,  Future continuous, Future perfect continuous
will, shall– be going to

• We’ll help you clean up. I won’t tell anyone. Will you please go?

• I’m going to be sick. I thought I was going to be an English teacher. 

• I’ll be sending in my application form.

• I’ll have been living here for exactly two years.

• Present simple and present continuous for the future:

• The new course starts in January.

• We’re playing tomorrow.


