
Determiners and quantifiers

Determiners are words such as articles (a/an/the), demonstratives (this, that,
these, those) and possessives (my, your, her, his, its, our, their) which we can
use with a noun to help identify who or what the noun refers to (That man
with the beard is my uncle).

Quantifiers are words and phrases which we use when we talk about
quantities that are countable (a few, many, twenty) or uncountable (a little,
much). We can use quantifiers before nouns (I ate a few biscuits and drank
some milk), instead of nouns (Did you want any? There wasn’t much left.) and
with of-phrases (I left most of the biscuits for you . I couldn’t eat all of them.)



Determiners & Quantifiers

• Demonstratives:

• I love this chair.                              That car was speeding. 

• These people were here first.     Those are older.

• Possessives:

• My wife has invited her parents and a couple of their friends to our son’s party.

• Quantifiers and nouns: words such as: both, most, several : We’ve had several complaints.

• phrases such as a little, a lot: Can I have a little sugar.

• Quantifiers with of-phrases: Two of them were absent.

• You can’t take any of those.

• Both of his sons play rugby.

• Every one of my friends had a mobile.



Some and any, no and none
All and both, half and whole

Each and every, either and neither

• Some students don’t get any homework.

• There are no farms left.  There are none left.

• All cars have  brakes. Use both hands to hold it.

• Get a half liter if you can. The whole area had changed.

• Each day is better than the last. Every window was broken.

• Either (of the) parent (s) can sign the form. Neither (of the ) parent (s) has 
signed it.



Many, much and a lot (of), more and most
(A) few and (a) little

• How many do you want? How much do they cost?

• I drank a lot of coffee. More children are being educated at home. 
Most of Venice is under water.

• A few (before plural)and a little (before uncountable nouns) or 
without nouns: small numbers and amounts in a vague way:

• There may be a few minutes left at the end.

• There may be a little time left at the end.

• Few (not many), little (not much):

• The refugees have few possessions and little hope of returning home.



Fewer/fewest and less/least
Multipliers, fractions and percentages

• There are fewer of those shops now. 

• I’d like to spend less of my time in meetings.

• Ali made the fewest mistakes.

• You complain that you make the least money here.

• Multipliers: once, twice, three times….

• I play tennis once a week. He can run twice as fast as me.

• Fractions : a quarter, two- third can be used with “of” before 
determiners and pronounce: It takes a quarter of an hour.

• Percentages: There was a 10% increase. I get seventy per cent of it.


